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The IBRF have reviewed and considered the proposals for the introduction of an annual
business rate supplement from April 2010, and have completed the online questionnaire.
On behalf of the IBRF, | would like to make the following points:

.The IBRF recognise the importance of crossrail to the London economy and the potential
benefits that it may provide. We also recognise the attempt to limit the impact on smaller
businesses with the £50k threshold.

However, in the present economic climate, affordability is an issue for all business,
irrespective of their size. For this reason, the IBRF believe that any supplement should not
be raised above the 2p in the pound proposed and that there should be no more than one
supplement on the rates so that there is not a layering of supplements comprising of
crossrail, BID supplement and local BRS.

IBRF agrees that transitional relief would not be appropriate.

The IBRF believe that empty properties should not be liable. By definition, empty
properties do not provide occupational benefit or an income stream, and they are a huge
burden on business, who are doing everything they can to bring such properties back into
productive use. Any additional burden here is entirely inappropriate.
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